THE CHURCH AND THE BIBLE

The Sacred Scriptures contain
the Word of God

and, since they are inspired,
really are the Word of God. . . .

This sacred Synod urges all the Christian faithful

to learn by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures
the “excelling knowledge of Jesus Christ.”

“For ignorance of the Seriptures

is ignorance of Christ.”

Therefore, they should gladly put themselves
in touch with the sacred text itself. , . .

And let them remember that prayer should accompany
the reading of Sacred Scripture,

so that God and man may talk together;

for “we speak to him when we pray;

we hear him when we read the divine saying.”

Second Vabian Councll; Dogmatie Conatitution on Disise Resslotion.



Covenant with Noah

diminish until the venth month, and on the
first day of the wenth month the tops of the
Mmountains red,

i AL the :EE of forty days Noah opened
the hatch he had made in the ark,* "and he
sent out a raven, to see if the waters had
lessened on the earth. It flew back and
forth unnl the waters doed off from the
earth, *Then he sent out a dove, o see if
the waters had lessened on the earth, *But
the dove could find no place 1o alight and

h, and it returned to him in the ark,
of there was water all over the earth. Put-
ting out his hand, he caught the dove and
drew it back to him inside the ark. '"He
waited seven days more and again sent the
dove out from the ark. ''In the evening
the dove came back to him, and there in its
hill was o plucked-off olive leafl S50 Noah
knew that the waters had lessened on the
earth. W He waited still another seven davs
and then released the dove ance more; and
this time it did not come back.

B3n the six hundred and first vear of
Boah's life, in the first month, on first
day of the month, the water began to dry
pp on the carth, Noah then removed the
covering of the ark and saw that the sur-
face of the ground was drying up. "In the
second month, on the rwenty-seventh day
of the month, the carth was dry.

1*Then God said o Noah: %"Go our of
the ark, together with your wife and your
sons and your sons' wives. ' Bring out
with you every living thing that is with
vou—all bodily creatures, be they birds or
animals or creeping things of the earth—
and let them abound on the earth,
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GEMESIS, 8
breeding and multiplying on i."! %50
Moah came out, with his wife and

his sons and his sons” wives; and all the
animals, wild and tame, all the birds, and
all the creeping creatures of the earth left
the ark, one kind after another,

#Then Noah built an altar to the LoRD,
and choosing from every clean animal and
every clean bird, he holocausts an
the altar. ¥ When the LorD smelled the
sweet odor, he said to himself: “Never
again will I doom the earth because of
man, since the desires of man’s heart are
evil from the start;* nor will [ ever again
:dﬁ:dnwnnuuvinghnmp' , @5 1 have

m

i As long as the earth lasts,
peedtime and harvest,
cold and hear,

Summer and winter,
pnd day and niEhl
afall not cease.”™™

CHAPTER 8

Covenant with Noah. ' God blessed Noah
and his sons and said to them: “Be fertile
and multiply and fill the earth.? < Dresd
fear of you shall come wpon all the animals
of the earth and all the hirds of the air,
upon all the creatures that move about on
the ground and all the fshes of the sea;
into your power they are delivered. ® 7
Every creature that is alive shall be vours
to eat; | give them all 10 you as T did the

plants.* 4 7 Only flesh with its life-
Elmd still in it you shall not eat.* For
your own [ifeblood, too, 1 will demand an
accounting: from every animal I wall de-
mand it, and from man in regard o his fel-
low man I will demand an sccounting for
human life,”

& Tf anvone sheds the blood of man,

by man shall his blood be shed;
For in the image of God
has man been made.*

Be fertile, then, and multiply; abound on
earth and subdue it.,™*

" God said 1o Noah and to his sons with
him: *“See, | am now establishing my cov-
enant with 1:.rurm and your Elurcncﬁutfu.ﬂ::r
vou* YWand with every living creature that
was with you: all the birds, and the various
tame and wild animals that were with

GENESIS, 10

vou and came out of the ark., ']
lish my covenant with you,
aguin shall all bodily creatur
stroved by the waters of a flood;
not be snother flood 1w des
earth.”"® Y God added: *“This -
thot T am gaving for all ages oo
covenant between me and you
living cresture with you: 13 =] 4
in the clouds to serve as a sign
enant between me and the earth
bring clouds over the earth, ar
gppears o the clowds, 21 will
povenant | have made between 1
ind all living beings, so that
shall never again become a Hood
gll mortal beings. * 15 As the bow
the clouds, I will see it and reca
lnsting covenant that [ have esta
tween (od and all living being:
tal creatures that are on earth.™
Moah: “This is the sign of the
have established between me m
tal creatiires thit are on earth.’
Moah and His Sons, ' * T
Woah who came out of the ark 3
Hum and Japheth. (Ham was th
Canaan, ¥ ™These three were
Noah, and from them the whal
led.

Mow Moah, 1 man of the =
farse tﬂuFiml a vinevard. 41 Whe
some ol the wine, he became
lay naked inside his tent.® =
father of Canaan, saw his foth
ness, and he told his vwo broth
about it. **Shem and Japheth
toak @ robe, and holding 1t on t
they walked backward and oo
father's nukedness; since their
urned the other way, I.hﬁ d
their father’s nokedness. %
woke up from his drunke
learmed what his youngest son |
him, *he said:

“Cursed be Canaan!
The lowest of slaves
ghall he be to lus brothen

26 He also said:
“Blessed be the Loro, 1l
Shem!®
L&t Canaan b his siave,
2 Mav God expand Japheth,*
so that he dwells pmong |

and let Canaan be his sl
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GOD'E COVENANT WITH NOAH

After the Fiood, Moah offered a pleasing sacrifics, and God promised {with the ralnbew
4% & sign} never again to destroy the earth by & flood,—Gn 8—9.

MATTHEW, &

ness among the people.s 2 His
to all of Syria,* and they broug
who were sick with various «
racked with pain, those whe
sessed, lunatics, snd paralyo
cured them. **And grest o
Galilee, the Decapolis,* Jen
{udu, und from ond the
owed

him.~

CHAPTER 5
Thi Sermon on the Mount, !

saw the crowds,® he went up
tain, and sfter he had sat dow
ples came to him.? He began 1o

saving:
The Bealitudes*
+ “Blessed are the poor in sp
for theirs is the kingdom «
4 Blessed are who mouir
for they will be comforte
Blessed are the meek ¥
for they will inherit the |
Blessed are they who hung
for righteousness,*
for they will be satsfied.
! Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown m
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Teaching about Divoros 17

MATTHEW, 5

Teaching about the Law.* ""“Do not
thirtk that [ have come to abolish the law or
the prophets. I have come not to abaolish
but 1o fulfill. * Amen, I say to you, untl
heaven and carth pass away, not the small-
est better of the smallest part of o leter will
pass from the law, untl all things have
taken e.* ¥ Therefore, whoever breaks
one of the least of these commandments
ind tesches others to do so will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven. Bur whi-
ever obeys and teaches these command-
ments will be called greaest in the king-
dom of heaven.* 2] tell you, unless yvour
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will not enter info the
kingdom of heaven.

Teaching about Anger. *' "“You have
heard that it was said to your ancestors,’
“You shall not kill; and whoever lalls will
be liable to judgment. " 22 But 1 say 1o you,
whoever is angry* with his brother will be
liable to judgment.f and whoever says 1o
his brother, ‘Raga,” will be answerable to
the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You
food,” will be lable to fery Gehenna®
¥ Therefore, if you bring your gift 1o the
gltar, and there recall that your brother has
anything against you,* *leave your gift
there at the altar, go first and be recond
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with vour brother, and then come and
offer your gift, ¥ Sentle with your oppo-
nent quu:klsj.' while on the way (o court
with him,' Otherwise your opponent will
hand you ovér to the judge, and the judge
will hand vou over to the guard, and you
will be thrown into prison, * Amen, | say
to youl, you will not be released until you
have pad the last penny.

Teaching about . T"%ou have
heard that it was said,’ “You shall not com-
mit adoltery.'* ¥ Hut [ say to you, every-
one whi looks ai 4 woman with lost his al-
ready commimed adultery with her in his
heart. 2% * If your right eye causes you to
sin, tear it out and throw it awiy, * It is bet-
ter for im: o lose one of your members
than to have your whole body thrown into
(rehennp. M il wour right hand canses

1o &in, cut it off and woit away, It
15 better for mu to lose ane of your mem-
hers than to have vour whole body go into
Grehenna.

Teaching sbout Divorce. *'°It was also
said, “Whoever divorces his wife must give
her a bill of divorce.'! % But | =ay to you,
whoever divorces his wife (unless the mar-
riage is unfawful) csuses her o commit
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“When | Jesus] aaw the crowds,
he began to teach then, saying



