David — Flesh and Blood
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BIELE DICTIONARY

Prophets, He lived during the Babylonian
Exila.

Dawvid. The youngest son of Jesse
and second King of United lsragl, The
prophet Nathan foretold that the Messi-
ah would be a descendant of David.

Day of the Lord. Described often in
propiatical writings, it generally signified
the Goming ol lhi: Lord in power and ma-
j@sty 1o destroy His enemies and inaugu-
rate His Kingdom, Somalimes called the
Last Day or simply that Day.

Devil{s). The namea gven 1o angels
who rebelled against God under the
leadership of Satan

Dove. A bird of
the pigeon  family,
which has been
chosen 1o be a sym-
bol al the Holy Spint,
probably because of
its gentlensss and
parity.

Eagle. A bird that
preys on others, fa-
mous for is strength,
ing power, anrd
L By VIO,

Eljah, The dramatic 9th cenury
B.C. Habrenw prophet whao fought agains
fhe idolatry in lsrasd during the resgn o
thie wicked Hing Ahab. He worked many
wonders and was taken o heaven in a
fiary chamol. Jesus said that John tha
Baptizer resambled Elijah in spirt and in
power (M 11:14)

Elisha. Friend and discipse ol Eljah
who ook his place as prophet afes
Elijah's ascension and perormed ex-
traordinary miracles o substanfiate his
preaching.

. An apron-Wke gamen
worn by the high priast,

Ephraimi. Son of Joseph and leadar
af tha tribe narmed atter him, The name s
also applied 1o the Norhern Kingdom of
tan tribas.

Epistie. A letter

Eschatological. Concerning the last
ihngs, Including the day of judgment,
daglh, immorality, and the Second
Coming of Chrisl.

Evangedist. Mame given 1o Iha
writers ol the inspired Message brought
by Jesus. They arg Somelsmes depcled
in art according to the symbolsm Sug-
gested by 3t Ambrose. According io the
wvisions of Ezekiel (1:10} and John (R
4:T), Matthew |5 reprosented by & man
{becawes he beging his Gospel with
Christ's genealogy). Mark is represented
by fthae ibacasse he beging his
Gospel with the Baptizer's message pro-
claimed In the wildermess), Luke 5
represanied by the ox [because the sac-
rifice offared by Zechariah |s recorded in
the opening verses of hs Gospel) and
John is represented by the eagle (be-
cause of the sublime heights reached in
his projogue).

Ezekiel. One of the Major Prophets.
He prophesied in exile dunng the Baby-
ipnian Caplivity,

Ezra. A Soribe who refumed hom
the Babylondan Caplivity and helped o
ragstablish the Jewssh Commonwealth.

Faithful. A persocn with hear and
mind firmily fixed on God and intent on
carrying out His will on aanh

Fear of God Means “holy awe,™
rather than real fear, m the presence of
God or His messengers; the reaction of
@ poor sinner whan confronted with inh-
mile Goodnass,

Fgure.
which in God's intention signifies of fore-
shadows something else. Many realities
of the Oid Testamen! loreshadowed
those of the Mew,

A person, event or object

Firstborm. in the Okl Testament
God decrasd thal each firsthom male
child {and each flirsiborn anémal} be con-
sacraled o Him. Jesus, the firstborn af
all creation, summed wp i Himsall the
firgd-fruits of all creaiures.

Flesh and Blood. (1) Symonym for
man in conrast 1o God or pure spirks,
Also used for (2] morial man ina lallan



THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

The greatest of the prophets appeared at a critical moment of s
rael’s history. The second half of the eighth century B.C. witnessed
the collapse of the northern kingdom under the hammerlike blows of
Assyria (722), while Jerusalem itself saw the army of Sennacherib
drawn up before its walls (701). In the year that Uzziah, king of Judah,
died (742), Isaiah received his call to the prophelic office in the Tem-
ple of Jerusalem. Close attention should be given to chapter 8, where
this divine summons to be the ambassador of the Most High is cir
cumstantially described,

The vision of the Lord enthroned in glory stamps an indelible
character on Isaigh's ministry and provides the key to the under
standing of his message. The majesty, holiness and glory of the Lord
took possession of his spirit and, conversely, he gained a new aware
ness of human pettiness and sinfulness. The enormous abyss between
God's sovereign holiness and man's sin overwhelmed the prophet
Cinly the purifyving coal of the seraphim could cleanse his lips and pre-
pare him for acceptance of the call: “Here [ am, send me!"

The ministry of Isaiah may be divided into three periods, covering
the reigns of Jotham (742-735), Ahaz (735-715), and Hezekiah (715
687). To the first period belong, for the most part, the early oracly
(1—35) which exposed the moral breakdown of Judah and its capital
Jerusalem. With the accession of Ahaz, the prophet became adviss
to the king, whose throne was threatened by the Syro-Ephraimite co
alition. Rejecting the plea of Isaiah for faith and courage, the weal
Ahaz turned to Assyria for help. From this period came the majoni
of messianic oracles found in the section of Immanuel prophecies (6-
12).

Hezekiah succeeded his father and undertook a religious reforr
which Isaigh undoubtedly supported. But the old intrigues begm
again, and the king was soon won over to the pro-Egvptian party
Isgiah denounced this “covenant with death” and again summona
Judah to faith in Yahweh as her only hope. But it was too late; there
volt had already begun. Assyria acted quickly and her army, ajter
ravaging Judah, laid siege to Jerusalem (701). 1 shut up Hezekiah lii
a bird in his cage,” boasts the famous inscription of Sennacherib. By
Yahweh delivered the city, as Isaiah had promised: God is the Lord o
history, and Assyria but an instrument in his hands.
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15, 8). B. The Book of Cor
eration (40, 1—48, 21). II.
rael (49, 1—55, 13). 1II. Re
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Prologue 1889

JOHN 1

the Christian community: the woman at the well in Samaria (ch 4) is
presented as a prototype of a missionary (4, 4-43), and the first wit-
ness of the resurrection is a woman (20, 11-18).

The final editing of the gospel and arrangement in its present
form probably dates from between A.D. 80 and 100. Traditionally,
Ephesus has been favored as the place of composition, though many
support a loeation in Syria, perhaps the city of Antioch, while some
have suggested other places, including Alexandria.

The principal divisions of the Gospel according to John are the

following:
I. Prologue(l, 1-18)

II. The Book of Signs (1, 19—12, 50)

[il. The Book of Glory (13, 1—20,

1)

IV, Epilogue: The Resurrection Appearance in Galilee (21, 1-25)

I. PROLOGUE*

CHAPTER 1

| In the beginning* was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
!He was in the beginning with
God.
4 All things came to be through
him,
and without him nothing came
to be.
What came to be* ‘through him
was life,
and this life was the light of the
human race;
5 the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not over-
come it.*

iA man named John was sent®
from God. "He came for testi-
mony,* to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. #*He
was not the light, but came to tes-
fify to the light. ®The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was

coming into the world.

1t He was in the world,
and the world came to be
through him,
but the world did not know
him.
Il He came to what was his own,
but his own people* did not ac-
cept him.

ZBut to those who did accept him
he gave power to become children
of God, to those who believe in his
name, ""who were born not by nal-
ural generation nor by human
choice nor by a man's decision but
of God.*

14 And the Word became flesh®
and made his dwelling among
us,
and we saw his glory,
the glory as of the Father's
only Son,
full of grace and truth.

15 John testified to him and cried
out, saying, “This was he of whom I
said, “The one who is coming after
me ranks ahead of me because he
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existed before me.'"* VWFy
fullness we have all receives
in place of grace,* '"becaus
the law was given through
grace and truth came throug
Christ. ¥ No one has ever se
The only Son, God,* who i
Father's side, has revealed |

Il. THE BODK OF SIGNS

John the Baptist's Testim
Himsel. “*And this is (l
timony of John, When the
from Jerusalem sent priests ;
vites [to him] to ask him, *W
you?" *he admitted and «
deny it, but admitted, “I am
Messiah."* 2150 they aske
“What are wvou then? Ar
Elijah?"* And he said, “I ar
"Are you the Prophet?” }
swered, “No." 250 they said
“Who are you, so we can §
answer o those who sent us’
do you have to say for vou
“*He said:

“I am ‘the voice of one cry,
in the desert,

“Make straight the way
Lord,"™ "*

as Isaiah the prophet said." 2
Pharisees* were also sent.
asked him, “Why then do vo
tize if you are not the Mess
Elijah or the Prophet?" 26 g
swered them, *I baptize
water;* but there is one amoi
whom you do not recognize
one who is coming after me,
sandal strap | am not wor
untie.” ** This happened in Be
across the Jordan,* where
was baptizing.




JOHN (NOTES)

1924

1,1 —1,24

Notes to John

1, 1-18: The pralogue stabes the main themes of the
gospel: life, light, truth, the wosld, testimony, and the
preesistence of besws Chigl, the intarmate Liogos, who
reweali God the Fathes, In origin, it was probably an
eafly Christian hymn, Hs closes! parallel iz in ather
chuistolagical hymns, Col 1, 15-20 and Phil 2, 6-11. Its
coag (1-5.10-11.14) is poetic in slruclure, with shart
pheases lisked by “staircase parallelism,” In which the
Last woed of ene phrase becomes the fissl word of the
mEkl. Prode inserts (ot least &-8 and 15) deal with jobn
the Baptist.

1, 1z fn fhe begpinniig also the fest words of the
Old Testamant (Gn 1, 1), Wi this verb Ig wsed three
times with different meanings in this verse: sxistence,
redstionshilp, and predication. Tihe Word (Greak logos)
this term combimes God's dynamic, creative word
{Gemesis), personilied preexistent Wisdom as the in-
strument of Gad's creative adivity (Proverbsl, and ihe
ultimate  imbedligibility of reality  [Hellenistic
philosephy). With (o the Greek preposition bere
comnabes communicatbon with another. Wiy G leck
af a defimite articke with "God™ in Greek signifies pre-
dication rather than idendificstson.

1o 3 What came to b - whiile the oldest manusornipts
have no prmcteation hete, Ihe corrector of Bodmar
Fagyrus P, some manuscripls, and the Ante-Micene
Fathers take ihis phrase with what follows, as staircase
parallelism. Connectian with v 3 reflacts fourth-century
ANk - Adiafisin

1, 8 The ethical dwsli=m of light amd darkness is
parallefed im infertestemenal literature and in the Dead
Sea Scralls, Mwerovine: “comprehend® is ansiber pas-
sible translation, bul of In 12, 3%; Wis 7, 29-30,

1. B lehn wid senf just as Jesus was “sent™ (n 4,
34} in divine misshon. Crther references ba John the Bagp-
tist in this gospel emphasize the differences bebwesn
them and lohn's subsondinats role.

1. 7t Vestinmnig: the testimomy theme of In is nbis-
duced, winich portrays lesus & ifon frial througheut his
ministry. All lestify to Besws: John the Baptis, b
Samaritan woman, seripture, his works, the crowds, the
Sipinit, and hig disciples

1, 11: Wkt sas Biv oo S aew pevapde. farct
4 newler, Iderally, “his pwn peoperly’poisession”
iprobably = |sraef], then o mascubing, “his own people”
(the lsraskites ),

1. 13: Bediovers in Jesus become childrem of Gad not
through amy af the three natural causes mentiomed bul
through God wha & the immediate cause of the pew
l':llﬂl.'l.l-ﬂ life, BVare bori the Greel verb can maan " be-
gotten” by a madel or “bom” (from a female or of par-
enfsl. The variant “he whe was begotten,” asserting
oy’ virgimal conceplion, is weakdy attested in Qld
Lalin snd Syriac wersions.

I, 14: Flesh: the whole persan, wied
agaimit docefistic tendencies dcf 1 In 4, 25 2 b 7.
My By afiweding, Jiverally, ~pitched his tent/taber-
nacke.” Cf the tabemacle or tent of mewting 1hal wis
the place of God's presence amang his peegle {Ex 25,
B8-51. The mcamaie Wand s the new made of Gad's

presence among his peaple. The Greek werb has the
sme onsomants ag the Aramadc word for God's pres-
ence {Shekinahl. (iory - God's visible manifestation of
mapesty in power, which omce Filled the tzbernacle (&x
A0, 34} and the temple (1 Kgs 8. 10-11.27), & now cen.
lered in Jesws. flmly San: Greek, sinnogeacs, but ses
e nabe on In 1, V8. Groee gl fradhc these words
may represent fwo Old Testament terms describing
Yakwoh im covenant relatsonchip with Ised (cf Ex 34,
&), thuis God's “bove” and “fidelity,” The Ward shwes
Yabwesh's covenant qualitées.

1, 15: This verse, nterupling w 14 and 16, sesm
diravem from v 30,

1, 18: dirace dn phiece of grace: replacement of 1
08d Covenamt wilh the Bew (d 171 Other possible
tramslations afe “grice upon grace” (acoomulation) sl
“grace for grace” (eorrespondencel.

1, 18: The arly Son, God while the vast magority of
later tzxtual witnesses kave anciber reading, “the 50
the only ane™ ar “the only Son,” the translation sta
follows the best and edrliest manescrpts, momspeniy
theos, buk takes the first berm bo mean nok just ©Caky
Cine” but to include a filkal relationship with the Fathe,
as ol Lk 2, 38 (“anly child *} ar Heb 11, 17 {“only sen”|
and as transdated at In 1, 14 The Logos is thus “oslp
Son” and God but not Father/God,

1, 1851 The testimony of Johm the Baplisl bl
the Messinh and Jesus' self-revelation to the Bt dic-
plet. Thig section consthutes the inboduction 1o B
Bespel proper and is connected with the prose insertin
i prodogue. M develops the major thama of lestimaey
in four seames: Jobn's negative testimony aboul Rin-
self; his pasitive testimany about lesus; the mrvdasion
af desus 1o Andrew wnd Peter; the revelation of fses b8
Philip and Mathanssl,

1, 189: The dews: throughowt most of the gospl, B
“lews” does net meler 1o the Jewish people as sech but
to the hostile awtborities, both Pharsees and Sad:
ducees, particulasly in Jerusalem, wha refuse b beles
im Jesus, The usage rellects the atmosphere, al the end
of the first cenfiery, of pobemics between chunch and
synagogee. or possibly B relors to Jews as represents-
live &l a hostile woedd (10-9110

1, @&k Mes=ial. the ancénbed agenl of Yahweh, ai-
ally cansidered fo be of Davidic descent, See harfber e
node o Im 1, 49,

1. 21: Blfjoh: 1he Baphist did no claim to be Eige
returned {o easth (el Mal 3, 23; Mt 51, WL Tk
Frophel: probably the prophet like Moses (08 13, 13
cof Acts 3, 230,

1, 23; This is a mepunchoation and reinberpretation

(a5 in the pospels and Septuagint] of e b
beew fext of Is 40, 3, which reads, ™A woice cries ol =

the desert prepare the way of Hee Lo "

1, 24 Soame Phaoricees olber branglalions, e
*Horw they had been send from (he Pharisess,” mine
derstand the prammatical comibmiciicn. This Is a dbe
end growp from that b v 19 the priesls and Lewis
would have been Sadduoees, ol Phaisess.



